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Archive photo and colour handling:  K ata Ács  and Bence Vaj da

Architectural rendering:  Levente G\ulai

Printing and binding by  Dürer printing house

 

Front cover: Based on the original June ı968 excavation photograph of the southern part 
of the Machaerus citadel with the Dead Sea in the background, view from the east  

( © Cobb Institute of Archaeology, Mississippi State University).

Back Cover: The untouched, virgin archaeological site of the Machaerus citadel, taken on the first day 
of the archaeological mission of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, on 5 June ı968  

(© Cobb Institute of Archaeology, Mississippi State University). 

   

edizioni Terra santa
Via Gherardini 5 – 20ı45 Milano (Italy)

tel.: +39 02 34592679  fax: +39 02 3ı80ı980
http://www.edizioniterrasanta.it

e-mail: editrice@edizioniterrasanta.it

ISBN: 978-88-6240-168-5

All rights reserved.

Fig. 1 (page 10): Hypothetical architectural reconstruction of Machaerus in the first rays of the rising Sun, 
with the Dead Sea and Jerusalem in the background (© Jane Taylor, aerial photograph from the east, 2004). 

machaerusII_01_x2.indd   4 15/4/9   8:02 du



I n t r o d u c t i o n     @04    5

To Noémi and our Children,
Alexander and Salome Alexandra

machaerusII_01_x2.indd   5 15/4/9   8:02 du



6    402    I n t r o d u c t i o n

M A C h A e R U S  R e S e A R C h  p R o j e C T  –  2 0 ı 3 – 2 0 ı 4

F o r e w o r d  b \  h . R . h .  p r i n c e  e l  h a s s a n  B i n  T a l a l ,  

Chairman, Royal Scientific Society of Jordan

D e d i c a t i o n  b \  G \ ö r g \  F e k e t e 

President of the Hungarian Academy of Arts, Budapest

p r e f a c e  b \  j o e  D .  S e g e r ,  

Director of the Cobb Institute of Archaeology, Mississippi State University

I n t r o d u c t i o n

p A R T  I .  N e w  A C h I e V e M e N T S  o N  T h e  F I e L D  I N  2 0 ı 3  A N D  2 0 ı 4 : 

S T e p S  T o w A R D S  A  p R o S p e C T I V e  M A C h A e R U S

T h e  D i s c o v e r \  o f  t h e  h e r o d i a n  C o l u m n  D r u m s

R e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  ı 9 7 9  a n d  ı 9 8 0  I n  S I t u  p h \ s i c a l  S t a t u s  o f  t h e 

h e r o d i a n  C o l u m n  B a s e s

T h e  A n a s t \ l o s i s  R e - e r e c t i o n  o f  T w o  C o m p l e t e  h e r o d i a n 

C o l u m n s  i n  t h e  R o \ a l  p a l a c e

T h e  G a b b a t h a  o f  S a i n t  j o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t

N e w  R o a d s  t o  M a c h a e r u s

N e w  D i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e  M a c h a e r u s  N e c r o p o l i s ,  w h e r e  S a i n t 

j o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  w a s  B u r i e d

ı ı  . . . .

ı 2  . . . .

ı 6  . . . .

ı 8  . . . .

2 0  . . . .

2 4  . . . .

2 6  . . . .

3 8  . . . .

4 4  . . . .

8 0  . . . .

9 0  . . . .

ı 0 0  . . . .
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p A R T  I I .  N e w  D I S C o V e R I e S  I N  T h e  R e S e A R C h  h I S T o R |  D U R I N G 

2 0 ı 3  A N D  2 0 ı 4 :  e x C A V A T I N G  M A C h A e R U S  I N  M I S S I S S I p p I  A N D 

I N  j e R U S A L e M

A  F o r g o t t e n  M a c h a e r u s  e x c a v a t i o n  i n  j u n e  ı 9 6 8

T h e  A m e r i c a n  B a p t i s t  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e \ s ,  ı 9 6 5 – ı 9 6 8 

V i a  L u x e m b u r g  t o  M a c h a e r u s ,  M a \  ı 9 6 8

T h e  e x c a v a t i o n  a n d  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A q u e d u c t 

a n d  t h e  w a t e r - h a r v e s t i n g  S \ s t e m

T h e  e x c a v a t i o n s  a n d  D i s c o v e r i e s  o n  t h e  C i t a d e l 

i n  F i v e  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  A r e a s

A r e a  A  (Mississippi Machaeriaca Boxes Nos. 1, 2, 3)

A r e a  B  (Mississippi Machaeriaca Boxes Nos. 5, 6, 7)

A r e a  C p  (Mississippi Machaeriaca Box No. 9)

A r e a  C V  (Mississippi Machaeriaca Boxes Nos. 10, 11, 12)

A r e a  D 

T o p o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S u r v e \  o f  t h e  R o m a n 

C i r c u m v a l l a t i o n 

T h e  j e r u s a l e m  R e p o r t s  o f  V a r d a m a n  o n  h i s  M a c h a e r u s  e x c a v a t i o n 

a n d  S u r v e \  ( M a r c h  ı 9 6 9 )

o u t  o f  j o r d a n

T h e  D i s c o v e r \  o f  t h e  j e r u s a l e m  M a c h a e r u s  A r c h i v e  i n  t h e  S t u d i u m 

B i b l i c u m  F r a n c i s c a n u m

p A R T  I I I .  T h e  L o S T  e x C A V A T I o N  B o x e S :  T h e  R e D I S C o V e R e D  ı 9 6 8 

M A C h A e R U S  A R C h A e o L o G I C A L  o B j e C T S  I N  M I S S I S S I p p I

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  ı 9 6 8  M a c h a e r i a c a  C a t a l o g u e

ı .  o s t r a c a

2 .  C o i n s

3 .  p o t t e r \

ı ı 0  . . . .

ı ı 2  . . . .

ı 2 4  . . . .

ı 3 4  . . . .

ı 4 2  . . . .

ı 5 4  . . . .

ı 5 6  . . . .

ı 7 0  . . . .

ı 7 8  . . . .

2 0 8  . . . .

2 2 6  . . . .

2 2 8  . . . .

2 3 4  . . . .

2 4 2  . . . .

2 6 4  . . . .

2 7 2  . . . .

2 7 4  . . . .

2 7 6  . . . .

2 8 2  . . . .

2 8 8  . . . .
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4 .  S t o n e  V e s s e l s

5 .  G l a s s  o b j e c t s

6 .  M e t a l  o b j e c t s

7 .  B a l l i s t i c  M i s s i l e s  (Mississippi Machaeriaca Box No. 8)

8 .  o p u s  S e c t i l e

9 .  o p u s  T e s s e l a t u m

ı 0 .  G \ p s u m  M o u l d i n g s

ı ı .  C o l o r e d  S t u c c o

ı 2 .  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  o b j e c t s  (Mississippi Machaeriaca Boxes Nos. 4, 13)

p A R T  I V .  T h e  2 0 ı 5  R e T R o S p e C T I V e  I N T e R p R e T A T I o N  o F  T h e 

R e  C o N S T R U C T e D  ı 9 6 8  F I N A L  R e p o R T  A N D  M A C h A e R U S 

o B j e C T S ,  I N  T h e  L I G h T  o F  T h e  S U B S e q U e N T  I T A L I A N - F R A N -

C I S C A N  A N D  h U N G A R I A N  e x C A V A T I o N  A N D  S U R V e |  R e S U L T S

T h e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  L o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  ı 9 6 8  e x c a v a t i o n  A r e a s

 a n d  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S e c t i o n s

T h e  A q u e d u c t  a n d  t h e  w a t e r - h a r v e s t i n g  S \ s t e m

T h e  C i t a d e l  e x c a v a t i o n s

A r e a  A 

A r e a  B 

A r e a  C p 

A r e a  C V 

A r e a  D 

T h e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  j o r d a n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  j e r u s a l e m 

M a c h a e r i a c a

T h e  S u r v e \  o f  t h e  R o m a n  C i r c u m v a l l a t i o n

T h e  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a n d  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S t r a t i g r a p h \

3 0 2  . . . .

3 ı 2  . . . .

3 ı 8  . . . .

3 2 6  . . . .

3 3 2  . . . .

3 3 6  . . . .

3 3 8  . . . .

3 6 0  . . . .

3 6 8  . . . .

3 7 4  . . . .

3 7 6  . . . .

4 0 2  . . . .

4 ı 4  . . . .

4 ı 8  . . . .

4 2 6  . . . .

4 5 8  . . . .

4 7 2  . . . .

4 7 8  . . . .

4 9 2  . . . .

4 9 8  . . . .

5 0 2  . . . .
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p A R T  V .  T h e  M A C h A e R U S  A R C h A e o L o G I C A L  S I T e  I N  o C T o B e R 

2 0 ı 4 :  A N  A e R I A L  A R C h A e o L o G I C A L  S U R V e |

G u s t a v e  F l a u b e r t :  h é r o d i a s .  D e t a i l s  a b o u t  M a c h a e r u s

e p i l o g u e

A p p e n d i x  I : 

 S p e c i f i c a t i o n  o n  t h e  M a t e r i a l s ,  U s e d  D u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n 

p r o c e s s  ( U e l i  B e l l w a l d )

A p p e n d i x  I I : 

 I n f o r m a l  N o t e s  o n  S u r f a c e  R e m a i n s  i n  t h e  V i c i n i t \  o f  q a s r 

e l - M i s h n e q e h  ( A n s o n  F .  R a i n e \ )

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s

I l l u s t r a t i o n  C r e d i t s

2 0 ı 3 – 2 0 ı 4  A c a d e m i c  L e c t u r e s  o n  M a c h a e r u s

2 0 ı 3 – 2 0 ı 4  B i b l i o g r a p h \

A b o u t  t h e  A u t h o r

T h e  C o m p l e t e  B i b l i o g r a p h \  o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i o  M a i o r  A c a d e m i c 

M o n o g r a p h  S e r i e s  o f  t h e  p o n t i f i c a l  S t u d i u m  B i b l i c u m 

F r a n c i s c a n u m  i n  j e r u s a l e m

5 ı 4  . . . .

5 ı 6  . . . .

5 2 8  . . . .

5 3 4  . . . .

5 3 8  . . . .

5 4 4  . . . .

5 4 6  . . . .

5 4 8  . . . .

5 5 0  . . . .

5 5 2  . . . .

5 5 4  . . . .

C o n t e n t s

machaerusII_01_x2.indd   9 15/4/9   8:02 du



10    402    I n t r o d u c t i o n

machaerusII_01_x2.indd   10 15/4/9   8:02 du



I n t r o d u c t i o n     @04    11

M a c h a e r u s  r e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t
( e x c a v a t i o n s ,  S u r v e \ s ,  A n a s t \ l o s e s ,  A e r i a l  a n d  L a n d s c a p e  A r c h a e o l o g \ )

F o u n d e r s  i n  2 0 0 9

p r of.  I m r e  M a k ov e c z  ( ı 9 3 5 – 2 0 ı ı) ,  President (Hungarian Academy of Arts)
p r of.  Faw wa z  A l-K h r a\ s h e h  ( ı 9 5 5 – 2 0 ı ı) ,  Director General (Jordanian Department of Antiquities)

A c a d e m i c  S u p p o r t e r s

p r of.  e m .  G \ör g \  F e k e t e ,  President (Hungarian Academy of Arts, Budapest)
p r of.  Mon t h e r  ja m h aw i ,  Director General (Jordanian Department of Antiquities)

p r of.  M a s si mo  pa z z i n i ,  Dean (Pontifical Studium Biblicum Franciscanum, Jerusalem)
p r of.  joe  D .  S e g e r ,  Director (Cobb Institute of Archaeology, Mississippi State University)

p r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r  ( 2 0 0 9 – )
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