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The title of the volume may be a little perplexing: Ar-
chaeology on Either Side. But on either side of what?

The picture we chose for the front cover might give
an indication of the answer. This image shows two sides
of the River Jordan — the Israeli side and the Jordani-
an side — both part of the Holy Land! Or we might un-
derstand the “either side” of our topic in another way,
that is, archaeology both as the study of artifacts and
archaeology as the study of literary sources.
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In the contributions the reader will find all these
topics and much more: essays on excavations or ar-
chaeological findings in the Holy Land as defined
above, and essays on literary sources linked to the
history of the ancient Near East, especially in the time
of the Christian/Common Era (CE).

The book is made up of three main sections: “Excavations and Topographical Sur-
veys”; “Architecture, Decorations, and Art”; “Epigraphy and Sigillography”. Some arti-
cles touch on more than one specific section, so they may be found between sections.
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