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Abstracts

Davip VOLGGER

Das Volk Israel auf dem Weg vom Berg Gottes / Sinai nach Moab: Die
elohistische und die jahwistische Quelle in Num 11 — Dtn 34 und die Bileam-
Erzéihlung in Num 22-24

The present study confirms the importance of source analysis for Num 11
— Deut 34, although the Balaam episode in Numbers 22—-24 could not be clearly
assigned to any specific source (J, E, P, or D). A distinctive feature of my source
analysis is that I have assigned the sections Deut 27:1-8, 11-26 and 29:1-28 to
the E source. For this reason, the original version of E likely linked the Covenant
Code (Ex 20:22-23:33) with the events in Moab.

In the analysis of the individual sources E and J (as well as Num 22-24), the
six proposed criteria for textual composition (K 1-6) have once again proven
effective. Therefore, it stands to reason that a similar social environment and a
similar period of origin can be assumed for the genesis of the narrative lines in
Num 11 — Deut 34. If one considers Num 11 — Dtn 34 as a text in the style of a
‘source compilation,’ it would not be far-fetched to attribute the entire text to a
single ‘author’ or an ‘authorial team.’

Pgs. 9-34

YicaL BLocH

Ages and Mothers: On a Peculiar Aspect of Official Royal Records in
the Kingdom of Judah

This article deals with the format of the introductory records for the reigns
of the kings of Judah in the book of Kings, which are probably derived from
Judah’s royal chronicles. The records concerning the kings of Judah are unique
among the chronistic sources from the ancient Near East in recording for almost
every king his mother’s name and his age at accession. The article suggests that
these data were included in the royal chronicles of Judah following the reform
of king Asa ca. 900 BCE, when he removed his grandmother Maacah from the
position of the reigning queen and introduced systematic recording of the princ-
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es’ ages and their mothers’ names as factors that would influence the selection
of the heir to the throne. In introducing this reform, Asa utilized a wider tradition
of court historiography in the Levant, in which the total life-spans of royal per-
sons were put in writing at the time of their death to express whether they were
granted longevity as a mark of the gods’ favor toward them.

Pgs. 35-66

STEFANO VUARAN

Il rapporto tra Deuteronomista e Cronista: testi allusi e il caso di Asa

There has been much debate among scholars who have studied the book of
Chronicles regarding its relationship with the so-called ‘Deuteronomistic His-
tory’. Some narrative procedures followed by the Chronicler provide further
evidence that the author possessed the Dtr texts. Two types of operations are
significant, which can only be explained by admitting that knowledge of the Dtr
was shared with the Chronicler’s audience and that he deliberately intervened
in it to express his own message: on the one hand, he alludes to episodes in Is-
raelite history that he does not recount himself, but which are found only in the
books of Samuel or Kings; on the other hand, he reworks some parts that are
more characteristic of the Dtr, namely those in which the latter directly ex-
presses his theological thinking, and which therefore cannot be attributed to
presumed common sources, such as the judgements that the Dtr expresses on
individual monarchs. The allusions can only be explained by assuming the exist-
ence of common material well known to the writer and his audience, which they
could recall without the need to recount the story at length. The literal repetition
of the Dtr’s judgements on individual kings shows that the Chronicler had be-
fore him not common archival or traditional sources, but the Dtr itself with its
defined ideological framework. The Chronicler’s constant but free use of the
material at his disposal is indicative of the attribution of undoubted authority to
it, but without the sacralisation that would have made it fixed and immutable.
Thus, the Chronicler skilfully reinterprets the Dtr, recovering the theological
aspects that are functional to the transmission of his message, while rereading
and reinterpreting those that are no longer significant, bringing Israel’s past up
to date so that the collective memory can once again be instructive for the Jew-
ish people of his time.

Pgs. 67-83

Domenico Lo SArRpO

The Poem of Erra in the Book of Ezekiel. A Comparative Study of Apsii
and Yam Metaphor

This study examines the literary and theological connections between the
Poem of Erra and the Book of Ezekiel by comparing water imagery, focusing
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on the metaphors of abitbu (deluge) and Apsi (primordial waters). While previ-
ous scholarship has noted parallels between the two texts, this article offers a
new perspective on the dual nature of water, which is both destructive and re-
storative. In the Poem of Erra, water acts as a metaphor for divine wrath, chaos
and socio-political catastrophe, but also symbolises renewal and the presence of
the divine, being linked to the Apsi and the Apkallii. Similarly, Ezekiel uses
water imagery in contexts of judgement and restoration, particularly in the tem-
ple vision, where life-giving waters signify the return of the divine presence.
Rather than proposing direct textual dependence, the study argues for dy-
namic intertextual engagement shaped by Ezekiel’s Babylonian milieu. The
prophet reimagines Mesopotamian cosmological and theological motifs within
aunique Yahwistic framework, transforming shared ancient Near Eastern (ANE)
imagery to express themes of exile, divine absence, and restoration. This com-
parative approach enriches discussions on biblical intertextuality, cultural hy-
bridity and the reinterpretation of Mesopotamian traditions within exilic pro-
phetic literature from a theological perspective.
Pgs. 85-115

MATTEO MUNARI

La salvezza del suo popolo (Mt 1,21)

The association of the Messiah’s name with his salvation mission in Matthew
1:21 is frequently regarded as “popular etymology.” However, it has never been
demonstrated to be erroneous.

Despite some lexical distinctions, there are few expressions in the Psalms
and the book of Ezekiel that bear a close resemblance to Matt 1:21.

Regarding the identity of the people who will be saved, the immediate con-
text indicates that Israel is the intended recipient. Nevertheless, ethnic identity,
as presented in the first Gospel, does not guarantee salvation. Rather, it is con-
tingent upon faith in Jesus Christ and is extended to all those who believe in him
and adhere to his teachings.

Pgs. 117-132

SAMUELE SALVATORI

“Dio rivelo in me suo Figlio, perché lo annunciassi alle genti”. La funzi-
one argomentativa di Gal 1,11-24

This study analyzes Galatians 1:11-24 as an autonomous argumentative unit
intended to demonstrate the thesis of 1:11-12: Paul’s gospel and apostolic mis-
sion derive solely from divine revelation. Paul’s vocation displays a threefold
paradox—his transformation from persecutor to founder of communities, his
call to proclaim the Son among the Gentiles despite his zeal for Jewish tradition,
and his initial distance from the Jerusalem church. The narrative presents three
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converging testimonies: Paul’s own account of his past and God’s revelatory
intervention; his brief and non-dependent encounter with Cephas; and the rec-
ognition by the Judean churches, who glorify God for his transformation. To-
gether, these elements show that Paul’s gospel is neither human in origin nor
humanly comprehensible, but grounded in God’s salvific plan for all nations,
preparing the way for the defense of the “truth of the gospel” in the subsequent
argument.

Pgs. 133-158

ALESSANDRO CAVICCHIA

Analisi della spazialita trialettica della sinagoga in Apocalisse 2,9; 3,9

The paper offers a trialectical spatial analysis of the term cuvaywyn in Rev-
elation 2:9 and 3:9, the only occurrences of “synagogue” in the Apocalypse,
drawing on the spatial theories of Foucault, Lefebvre, and Soja. It examines the
“synagogue of Satan” through three interrelated dimensions: physical space
(historical and geographical contexts of Patmos, Smyrna, and Philadelphia),
conceived space (symbolic and theological language of Revelation), and lived
space (social relations, conflict, and identity formation within early Christian
communities). The analysis situates the polemical expression within an intra-
Jewish debate rather than an anti-Jewish framework, emphasizing contested
belonging and allegiance in light of faith in the glorified Christ. By exploring
the royalty of the glorified Christ and the limited power of Satan within God’s
sovereign plan, the article highlights how local community tensions reflect a
broader cosmic conflict. Ultimately, Revelation is shown to construct “third
spaces” of marginality and faithfulness that invite readers into transformative
lived experience.

Pgs. 159-189

FRANCESCO P1AzzoLLA

Il kovog dell’ Apocalisse: novita o trasformazione?

The concept of newness (kowvog) in the Book of Revelation consists of a
renewal that involves the historical development of the community. Whenever
the adjective “new” qualifies a reality (name, song, heaven, earth, Jerusalem),
it does not imply the annihilation of the historical phase, but rather an eschato-
logical transformation, which is the fruit of a theandric synergy. God “makes all
things new,” but involves human action. The model for this evolution is the
Passover of Christ, in which the new identity of the glorified One passes through
his Passion. Similarly, the kawvog of the heavenly Jerusalem is, on the one hand,
a theo-Christological work, and, on the other, requires the contribution of hu-
manity and its ethical choices.

Pgs. 191-212
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VaSILE A. CONDREA

Word Order in Biblical Hebrew—How Useful Is the Prague School
Framework?

This article examines the two dominant word orders in Biblical Hebrew—
SVO and VSO—through Prague School functional analysis of 1 Samuel 5 and
10. It evaluates whether (1) theme—rheme distribution, (2) semantic roles, or (3)
grammatical stereotypes govern sentence structure. The findings show that
word order reflects grammatical stereotypes rather than pragmatic or semantic
constraints. The article also identifies the limits within the Prague School frame-
work when applied to a language whose word order is structured by grammar.
This is the first in a two-part series developing a unified analysis of Hebrew
tense and word order.

Pgs. 213-227

VaSILE A. CONDREA

Word Order in Biblical Hebrew—From Paradigm to Posture: Engaging
the Reader

This article is the second in a two-part study of Biblical Hebrew word order.
It explores how alternations between SVO and VSO not only signal shifts in
speaker stance—narration versus commentary—but also shape the reader’s pos-
ture. Word order functions as a guide: VSO draws the reader into the unfolding
story; SVO prompts reflection and response. Through close analysis of 1 Sam-
uel 10 and a comparative translation of 1 Samuel 5, the study demonstrates how
word order guides readers either to follow the story or to lean in and reflect.

Pgs. 229-249

ENRICO MAIORANO

L’uso dell’accento con il pronome indefinito Tic, Tt nel Codice Vaticano

In the Vatican Codex (Vat. gr. 1209, Diktyon 67840), the accentuation rules
currently in force for groups consisting of an orthotonic word followed by an
enclitic are not applied systematically: the enclitic accent is sometimes placed
on a syllable different from the one expected. This phenomenon appears to re-
flect an accentual system that had not yet been fully stabilized, more archaic and
partly divergent from the one in use today. The article proposes an extensive and
descriptive analysis, conducted from a statistical perspective, of the occurrenc-
es of the different accentuation patterns of the indefinite pronoun tig, T1. The
data that emerge demonstrate the significance of the phenomenon and, insofar
as possible, allow to investigate the criteria that guided the scribe (accentuator)
in his choices. It is also observed that the law of barytonesis is not followed
regularly, probably in connection with an emphatic pronunciation of the lemma.
The analysis of three cases (1 Cor 6:11; Heb 4:6; 5:12), in which the accent has
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a distinctive value, highlights the figure of a competent accentuator, capable of
making interpretative choices grounded in an understanding of the text. Finally,
through comparison with other manuscripts, the Author advances the hypothesis
that the accentuation of the codex was carried out between the 9t and the 11th
centuries in circles associated with the Constantinopolitan area.

Pgs. 251-271

DEBRA FORAN - ANDREW DANIELSON - GRANT GINSON - VERA DOLEZALKOVA

Archaeological excavations at Khirbat al-Mukhayyat (2017-2023)

The 2017, 2019, and 2023 seasons of the Khirbat al-Mukhayyat Archaeo-
logical Project focused on the area south of the site’s acropolis (Fields A and B).
Excavations succeeded in elucidating the defensive and domestic activities of
Mukhayyat’s residents during the Iron Age and Hellenistic periods. A full strati-
graphic sequence for Field B has been established, and the unique and uneven
nature of the bedrock in Field A has been revealed. The results of these field
seasons provide further evidence of Mukhayyat’s importance in this region
throughout antiquity.

Pgs. 273-292

YINON SHIVTIEL

‘They will flee to caverns in the rocks and to the overhanging crags’ (Isa.
2:21). Historical Sources for the Use of Rock-Cut Caves in Times of Dis-
tress, in Antiquity

Research into the refuge caves, cliff shelters, and hiding complexes in Israel
has gained tremendous momentum over the past four decades, contributing im-
mensely to an understanding of the defense methods practiced by the Jewish
population in the Early Roman period, particularly during the Great Revolt and
the Bar Kokhba Revolt. However, far less attention has been paid to the his-
torical sources describing the preparation and use of natural caves as hiding
places in times of distress, and the extent of the phenomenon as reflected in the
historical record is unclear.

Careful reading of the extant historical sources reveals several descriptions
of the use of such defensive measures throughout the country in different peri-
ods, for which we now have archaeological evidence. The following article
brings examples from the Hebrew Bible, Josephus, Dio Cassius, rabbinical
sources, epigraphic evidence and early Christian writings, providing historical
evidence of the use of underground caverns in times of distress from long before
the first- and third-century CE writings of Josephus and Dio Cassius. Historical
sources also describe the different types of underground cavities, conforming to
recent classification of three types: (1) refuge caves — natural caves created by
karstic processes in cliffs, discovered mainly in the Judean Desert, in the Land



Abstracts 725

of Benjamin, southern Samaria and more recently elsewhere; (2) cliff shelters
— natural caves discovered near Jewish settlements from the Second Temple
period in Galilee in steep cliffs, in which essential, life-preserving installations
were hewn in preparation for their use; (3) hiding complexes — rock-hewn un-
derground caverns and passages discovered mainly beneath Jewish settlements
from the Second Temple period. This same phenomenon occurs in both Judea
and Galilee, although to a different extent. All three components are intended to
be used in periods of stress and not as permanent residences.

Pgs. 293-319

BETZER - DANIEL VARGA - BARUCH YUZEFOVSKY - SVETLANA TARKHANOVA -
RutHy LEWIS-BLOOM - RUTH E. JACKSON-TAL - ITAMAR TAXEL - OREN TAL (WITH
APPENDIX BY YOSSI NAGAR - YULIA MAKOVIYCHUK - YIFAT Davip - HiLa MAy)

Roman Burial Caves South of Tel Yavneh and Roman Iamnia Town
Limits

This study examines two clusters of Roman burial caves located approxi-
mately 1 km south of Tel Yavneh, forming part of a necropolis on the town’s
southern perimeter. The first cluster, excavated in 1962 on Beth Gamliel hill,
comprises eight rock-cut caves of loculi and arcosolia types, while the second,
uncovered in 2022 in Area D, includes three caves adapted from earlier Inter-
mediate Bronze Age shaft tombs. Analysis of architectural features, stratigra-
phy, and associated finds—pottery, glass, and metal artifacts—indicates con-
tinuous use from the mid-2nd century BCE through the 45t centuries CE, with
peak activity during the Early and Middle Roman periods. The assemblages
reflect funerary customs such as primary and secondary burials and possible
ethnic diversity among the interred. The study also explores the spatial distribu-
tion of cemeteries around Yavneh to infer Roman town limits and discusses the
implications of burial cave typology and artifact patterns for understanding cul-
tural interactions of the southern Coastal Plain of Palestine communities during
the Hellenistic—-Byzantine periods.

Pgs. 321-407

OFER SION - ALEXANDER WIEGMANN

Limitanei in the Ma‘ale Adumim Region: Evidence of a Byzantine Mili-
tary Presence on and around the Road from Jerusalem to Jericho and
Transjordan

This study examines archaeological and historical evidence for a Byzantine
military presence along the Jerusalem—Jericho road and its hinterland, with par-
ticular emphasis on the Ma‘ale Adumim region and adjacent areas of the north-
ern Judean Desert. Drawing on systematic surveys, limited excavations, and a
reassessment of previously published data, the article identifies a network of
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fortifications, observation posts, camps, and enclosures dating primarily to the
fourth—sixth centuries CE. These installations are interpreted within the broader
framework of the Limes Palaestinae and the deployment of /imitanei forces
responsible for frontier security and route protection.

The Jerusalem—Jericho road functioned as a critical east—west axis connect-
ing Jerusalem with Jericho, the Jordan Valley, and Transjordan, and served
military, administrative, and religious purposes. Literary sources, including the
Notitia Dignitatum, Eusebius’ Onomasticon, pilgrimage accounts, and hagio-
graphical texts, attest to the strategic importance and insecurity of the route, as
well as to the stationing of a cohort tasked with its defense. Archaeological
evidence complements these sources, revealing a dispersed but coherent system
of military installations positioned to control roads, springs, and monasteries.

Overall, the findings demonstrate that the Byzantine defense of the northern
Judean Desert relied not on continuous frontier lines but on strategically placed
control points integrated with pilgrimage infrastructure and monastic settle-
ment. The Jerusalem—Jericho corridor thus emerges as a microcosm of Byzan-
tine frontier management, illustrating the interdependence of military security,
imperial administration, and monastic communities in Late Antiquity.

Pgs. 409-441

OFER SION - ALEXANDER WIEGMANN

The Dux, the Limes, and the Limitanei in the Settlements of the North-
western Negev: An Archaeological-Historical Perspective

This article examines the role of the dux, the limes, and the limitanei in the
development and prosperity of the settlements of the northwestern Negev dur-
ing the Late Roman and Byzantine periods. Archaeological and historical evi-
dence indicates that from the reign of Diocletian onward the region experienced
an unprecedented wave of agricultural expansion and settlement growth, ex-
pressed in extensive runoff agricultural systems, road networks, and dense rural
hinterlands. The paper argues that this prosperity was not solely the result of
environmental adaptation or economic initiative, but was closely tied to impe-
rial military organization and frontier policy. Administrative reforms created a
separation between civil and military authority and placed the frontier under the
command of the dux, while the deployment of limitanei established a permanent
military presence integrated within civilian settlements. Textual sources, to-
gether with the archaeological record from sites such as Be’er Sheva“, Haluza,
‘Avdat, Shivta, Rehovot-in-the-Negev, Sa‘adon, Mezad Yeruham, and Mam-
shit, reveal a pattern of semi-military communities in which soldiers owned
land, participated in agriculture, and provided local security. Fortresses, towers,
fortified farmsteads, and administrative complexes formed a defensive and ob-
servational network that protected routes, agricultural systems, and population
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centers. The integration of military personnel into the rural economy reduced
the financial burden of frontier defense while stabilizing the region.
Pgs. 443-474

Linr HaBAS - AYELET DAYAN

The Church at Bahan (Kh. Kafr Sibb) in ‘Emek-Hefer

In 1953, an archaeological excavation was conducted on the hill near Tell
Bahan by the late Jacob Ory on behalf of the Israel Department of Antiquities. At
the foot of the hill extends a wide agricultural landscape, including the remains of
terraces and winepresses. On the hill itself, the remains of a basilica-type church
were uncovered. Presented here for the first time is a precise plan of the church,
which includes a narthex, annex rooms flanking the north and south aisles, agri-
cultural installations, and a western courtyard. The church was constructed as a
single unit, and all its parts were decorated with mosaic floors: vine scrolls with
various motifs adorned the nave, while geometric patterns embellished the other
spaces. Five Greek inscriptions were discovered in the church: four in the nave
and one in the central room of the adjoining southern annex. The brothers Porphy-
rios and Markos, mentioned in inscription 2, were most likely the artists respon-
sible for the mosaics. Although the church is relatively isolated within its agricul-
tural surroundings, it is situated along the Roman road connecting Caesarea with
Neapolis. This strategic location, together with insights from a new reading of the
inscriptions, suggests that the building functioned as a roadside church, offering
travelers and pilgrims shelter, rest, food, and water. At the same time, Priest Ju-
lian—mentioned in Inscriptions 1, 3, and 5 as the individual responsible for the
construction of the church, “built [the church] from the foundations”—was ap-
pointed by the church to oversee the economic and organizational management of
the estate, which belonged to the church, while also attending to the religious and
spiritual needs of the community that worked there and Christian believers of the
region. The style of the vine branches, grape clusters, and winding tendrils in the
nave corresponds to mosaic floors of the mid to late sixth century CE. A re-exam-
ination of the inscriptions supports this dating: both palacography and morphol-
ogy indicate a date in the second third of the sixth century CE. The iconoclastic
destruction of the animals once depicted within the vine-scroll carpet of the nave
suggests that the church was still in use during the early eighth century CE. Over
its long period of use, the building underwent several renovations.

Pgs. 475-513

Lean D1 SEGN1

Bahan — The Inscriptions

Five inscriptions, set in the mosaic floors of the church at Bahan, were pub-
lished in the past more than once on the base of a transcription made in situ, as
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neither the mosaics not photographs were available when the inscriptions were
studied. Visual documentation has now become available for almost all the in-
scriptions, and it has showed that the transcriptions were defective. The pub-
lished editions must therefore be corrected, and in some cases totally rejected.
This paper offers new readings and a new interpretation of the site: the church is
not part of a monastery, as it was long taken for granted, but is the nerve centre
of an estate owned by the Church of Caesarea and administered by a warden, a
priest, on its behalf. A date in the second third of the sixth century is suggested.

Pgs. 515-544

LeaH D1 SEGNI
Horvat Gilon and other monasteries that were not
The fragmentary inscription in the church of Horvat Gilon can be almost
entirely reconstructed, revealing the date (given by the era of Creation, corre-
sponding to 531/2 CE), the name of the then bishop of Sepphoris-Diocaesarea,
and the name of the martyr patron of the church. The restored text indicates that
this was not a monastery church but a village church. The reconstruction also
reveals the existence of an earlier text, part of which was superseded by the dat-
ing formula. Three more cases are examined of reputed monastic churches,
whose dedicatory inscriptions indicate that they did not belong to monasteries.
Pgs. 545-560

NikoLAUS CURT SCHINDEL

A Byzantine Tessera

The present contribution discusses a Byzantine bronze fessera from a private
collection that shows a frontal bust of Christ on the obverse, and a cruciform
monogram on the reverse. There are no reasons to doubts its authenticity. Using
a parallel from Munich that cites patriarch Ephraim (526-546), it is suggested
that the monogram refers to Makarios, patriarch of Jerusalem in 552 and again
from 563/4 to 574. The production of bronze fesserae by Byzantine patriarchs
in the 6t century seems to have been of limited scope. While the Munich spec-
imen apparently served for the distribution of a piece of clothing, the example
presented here does not explicitly state its purpose. By comparison with other
tesserae, also here a use in the context of charitable activities is likely.

Pgs. 561-566

VARDA SUSSMAN

The Enigmatic Role of the “Channel” along the “Nozzle” of Ancient Oil
Lamps

This article addresses the old question regarding the role of the central “chan-
nel” that appears beneath the wick hole of oil lamps. The author maintains that
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it replaced the projecting nozzle of the earliest mold- or wheel-made lamp types
and became common when the lamps lost the projection and assumed the pear-
and almond-shapes. The “channel” was felt to be missing when the lamp’s em-
phasis on the connection of light to a divine entity gained a major role, with the
rise of Christianity. It first represented a torch and was later turned into an apse,
vault, niche or mihrab, when the wick hole—the source of the light—was inte-
grated beneath the vault and became a central pattern. The pear- or almond-
shaped forepart of the oil lamp should no longer be referred as a nozzle.

Pgs. 567-598

ALON WEIS - OReN TAL

Norse in the holy land? The evidence of spindle whorls from Crusader
Arsur

This study examines unique spindle whorls uncovered during excavations at
the Crusader town and castle of Arsur (Apollonia-Arsuf) on Israel’s central coast-
al plain. These discoid whorls exhibit morphological and stylistic traits character-
istic of medieval northern Europe, contrasting sharply with local Levantine types.
One specimen bears faint incisions possibly imitating runic script, suggesting
cultural links beyond mere functionality. Comparative analysis with Norse and
Anglo-Scandinavian artifacts, alongside historical sources documenting Scandi-
navian pilgrimages and Crusader activity in the Holy Land during the 12th—]3th
centuries, supports the hypothesis of Scandinavian presence or influence at Arsur.
These objects, likely crafted from reused Byzantine marble, provide rare material
evidence of cross-cultural interaction and mobility within the Crusader states.
Their discovery enriches our understanding of the social and symbolic dimensions
of textile tools and their role in expressing identity during the Crusader period.

Pgs. 599-609

DaviD J. WASSERSTEIN
A Note on an Arabic Graffito in the Cenacle on Mount Sion
A new reading and interpretation of one of the graffiti (G-IN 1, Fig. 7) de-
scribed in Halevi S. - Berkovich 1. - Chernin P. - Grigoryan S. - Harutyunyan
A., “The Holy Compound on Mount Sion — An Epigraphic Heraldic Corpus
(Part 1): The Walls of the Cenacle”, Liber Annuus 74 (2024) 331-374.
Pgs. 611-617

FRANCESCA ROMANA STASOLLA ET ALII

Archaeological excavations in the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem: 2025 pre-
liminary report

At the conclusion of the 2025 excavation campaign, the present report sum-
marizes the results of the archaeological investigations. As the excavations were
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completed within the church, it is now possible to advance a number of inter-
pretative hypotheses regarding the site’s configuration over the course of its
long-term development. Documentation and materials analysis are ongoing,
and it is already possible to present some preliminary results. The aim is to
convey the complexity of the archaeological site and the numerous avenues for
further research, while at the same time presenting a number of reflections—
necessarily preliminary—on the material culture and on the stratigraphic analy-
sis of the standing structures. Both lines of inquiry, in fact, contribute not only
to expanding our knowledge of the site prior to its incorporation within the ur-
ban perimeter and the subsequent Christian constructions, but also make it pos-
sible to begin interpreting the area of the Holy Sepulchre in relation to the
broader topography of Jerusalem across the centuries. This aspect is particu-
larly significant in light of the specific character of the excavation at the Holy
Sepulchre, which documents an exceptionally long chronological sequence and
a strategic position within the urban topography.

Pgs. 619-716



